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ay 


arte 


. the nature of man... 


INALLY, it should be pointed out that although man is a unique animal and 
although we properly consider his nature in the light of his peculiarities, he 


‘also has many non- peculiarities. Man is not merely an animal, that is, his essence 


is not simply in his shared animality. Nevertheless he is an animal and the nature 
of man includes and has arisen from the nature of all animals. Indeed if all the 
material characteristics of man could be enumerated, it would surely be found that 
the vast majority of them also occur in other animals. In fact at the level of molec- 
ular structure and interaction, information storage and transfer, energy trans- 
actions, and other defining characteristics of life, man is hardly significantly dif- 


ferent from a bacterium—another illustration of the fact that that level of study 


is not particularly useful in considering the nature of man. 

Like other animals, man develops, is born, grows, reproduces, and dies. Like 
other animals, he eats, digests, eliminates, respires, locomotes. He bends the qual- 
ities of nature to his own ends, but he is fully subject to nature’s laws as is any 
other animal and is no more capable of changing them. He lives in biological 
communities and has a niche and an ecology, just as do robins and earthworms. 
Let us not forget those aspects of man’s nature. But let us also remember that man 
stands upright, builds and makes as never was built or wrought before, speaks and 
may speak truth or a lie, worships and may worship honestly or falsely, looks to 
the stars and into the mud, remembers his past and predicts his future, and writes 
(perhaps at too great length) about his own nature.—G. G. Simpson: ‘The ois aan 


nature of man. Science, 152: 478, 1966. 
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